Enteric vaccines for pediatric use. Workshop summary.
Diarrheal diseases remain a major cause of death in children under 5 in less developed countries (LDCs). Vaccine development and implementation offers the best near-term approach to alleviating this problem. For this reason, a workshop to examine the possibilities for making enteric vaccines available to meet the specific needs of children in LDCs was convened in Virginia on April 24-26, 2004. Discussants considered research and development needs, regulatory and business issues, and previous experiences with enteric vaccine development and implementation. No insurmountable roadblocks to progress in this area were noted, and the possibility currently exists that properly supported efforts will enable the realization of enteric vaccines for pediatric use.